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INTRODUCTION	  AND	  CONTEXT	  
	  

Considerations	  for	  teaching	  about	  
sustainability	  

 
Education incorporating sustainability can help 
students: 

• Build essential skills of critical thinking, 
collaboration and communication. 

• Prepare for challenges of current day society 
and the global context. 

• Improve engagement in learning.  
• Connect to their community and inspire active 

citizenship. 
 
Teaching youth to be effective citizens in the twenty 
first century will require a strategic plan. Editors Tim 
Grant and Gail Littlejohn of the Teaching Green 
teachers’ resources books recommend the following:    

1. Education should emphasize connections with 
other people, species and between human 
activities and the planetary systems.   

2. Education should help students move from 
awareness to knowledge to action.  

3. Learning should extend into the community. 
4. Learning should be “hands-on.” 
5. Education should integrate subject disciplines.  
6. Education should be future oriented.   
7. Learning should allow for media literacy, using 

current applications of media.  
8. Education should integrate traditional 

knowledge.  
9. Teachers should be facilitators and co-learners.  

This resource package aims to aid the process of 
implementing the above strategies. Take from it what 
you can and build upon it as you see opportunity to.   

	  

Sustainability, for the 
purpose of this resource 
package, will be 
considered improving 
quality of life on an 
economic, social and 
environmental level both 
now and for future 
generations.  It may be 
difficult as educators to 
incorporate new 
approaches or concepts 
into teaching; therefore 
this resource is designed 
for use with the existing 
British Columbia 
curriculum as a tool to 
assist in delivering 
prescribed learning 
outcomes.  Today’s youth 
will be tomorrow’s 
citizens. Thus engaging 
youth in sustainability 
concepts should be done 
with urgency.  Integrating 
sustainability issues into 
teaching will help prepare 
students to be responsible 
citizens who take care of 
the environment and 
resources available to 
them.  As students 
investigate sustainability 
they will discover 
solutions are possible and 
implementing ideas can 
lead to healthier 
communities. 


